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Description. -An encrusting zoarium which forms small circular 
colonies. Oval zoecia which tend both to quincuncial, when the sub- 
stratum is smooth, and to disorder. The surface is slightly granulated 
(olocyst) or almost smooth. The limits between one zoecia and another 
are well marked. Towards the periphery of each zoecium there are one 
or two regular rows of comparatively large pores (30u œ). There is a 
rather dented collar, but without spines. The incisions of the collar are 
more or less numerous and more or less deep. The zoecial opening is 
rounded provided with a small, straight lyrula on the anter. ‘The size 
of the opening is larger in the ovicellated zoecia. The ovicells are slightly 
granulated (as with the zcecia) or smooth, with a width greater than 
the lenght, carried slightly backward, and with its opening in the collar 
of the zoecium. The ovicells were found in all samples obtained in 
the space of one year. Avicularia are not present. 


Measurements: (in mm.) 


Zoecial length 0,60 - 0,65 
Zoecial width 0,41 - 0,50 
Orifice width (ovicellated zoecia) 0,25 - 0,28 
Orifice width (not ovicellated zoecia) 0,20 - 0,22 
Ovicell lenght ! 0,24 - 0,27 


Ovicell width 0,37 - 0,41 
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Habitat. The species was nearly always found at Punta Manara 
(Sestri Levante = Genoa gulf) on the laminae of Posidonia oceanica; 
and: less frequently on rizoma at depths falling between 20 and 30 m; 
‘Two: colonies ‘were also found’on the shell of a Cypraea. ~. 


Plate'1 «= A: and: B::'Two:aspects of :Escharella rylandi colony. C: Four partictilar shape 
of the dented collar. nes 


Holotype: Mus. Genova, N. Cat. 44431. Other Paratypes have been 
given to Dr. J.G. Harmelin (Sta. Mar. Endoume - France) and 
Dr. J.S. Ryland (Swansea University College - England). 
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Discussion. The Escharella genus (Gray) and its synonimy with 
the Mucronella genus (Hincks) has already been discussed in RYLAND 
(1963). In the same work, a description of the Escharella genus may 
also be found, the principal characteristics of which agree with those 
of Escharella rylandi; in particular the shape of the zoecia, the edge 
of the opening (which may form a collar), the presence of a lyrula, the 
absence of avicularia, the presence of pores towards the periphery in 
some species and the olocyst on the frontal wall. Some of the characte- 
ristics bring in mind Hemicyclopora, but the lack of lyrula in this latter 
genus prevents this confusion. Being true that the genus is Escharella, 
the particular shape of the collar (peristomium), the complete lack of 
spines suggests a new species, since none of those considered by Ry- 
LAND have the «spineless » characteristic. 

Besides the seven species and one variety of RYLAND another 
species Escharella microstoma (Osburn 1953) exists, the description of 
which may be found in p’Honpt (1974). However, this species possesses 
four or five distal spines, has a different zoecial arrangement and more 
rows of fine peripheral pores. 
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SUMMARY 


-= A description is given of Escharella rylandi nov. sp., found in the bay of Genoa 
(20- 30 m deepth). 


